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Pool Water Operations Manager needed
This paid position involves maintaining a safe pool water chemical balance. It includes preparing the pool for
opening and closing, training the lifeguards on taking water measurements, and preforming routine maintenance
on the water circulation system. If you are interested or know of someone who is please contact a trustee or email
trustees@benttreehomes.org. You can find out more by visiting www.benttreehomes.org and clicking on “pool
duties”.

Future Dues Increase
Operating costs continue to climb while obviously Bent Tree’s income has remained flat for over two decades. The
2022 dues will be set in by the board sometime this summer. In the past dues have remained one of the lowest for
a development that operates a pool and the abundant volunteer work helps keep it low.

*** Personal note from Ben Blake, your outgoing president: As a group we have to decide if we want to pay
outsiders to complete tasks for us or if we can accomplish them through volunteerism. Personally, I wouldn’t mind
paying double the dues and having outside services spread mulch, unclog toilets, weed flower beds, cut down
dead trees, replace backboards, paint the sign, etc. I also don’t mind volunteering and doing these things (OK
maybe sanitizing the pool house after the sewer backed up wasn’t fun). We just need to decide which path to
choose so the trustees can set the dues accordingly. end note from Ben Blake ***

Common Grounds
Some volunteers have been working on clearing dead trees, underbrush, vines and weeds from the common
grounds. If you’d like to join the effort email president@benttreehomes.org. Please see the October 2020
newsletter for additional details about common grounds possibilities.

Pavilion Rental
The pavilion rental is increased to $75 effective immediately.

Pool Operations this summer
We’re still waiting for the exact covid rules for this summer. Right now we are thinking each household will be
issued a laminated pass and the pass is your ticket in. No pass - no entrance - no exceptions. If a covid monitor is
necessary, it will be the first adult registered for the pool that hour. We’re hoping neither signing up or a covid
monitor will be required. The chairs will be available and chair users are required to wipe the chair off before using
and also when leaving. We’re also hoping we don’t have to mark deck seating areas with the flags.

Volunteer opportunities
Saturday May 1 at 11am We will be removing the pool cover and planting saplings we received through a grant.
The saplings will be planted along the stream bed between Maple Circle and East Bend. We will also be removing
dead trees from that area. If you have a chain saw and are looking to use it, there is no need to wait until the 1th
whenever you are ready contact me (president@benttreehomes.org) and I’ll get a crew to move the wood. Also,
any underbrush removed from that area is appreciated.

Saturday May 15 9am We  will be doing spring cleanup and mulch spreading. Mulch will be spread in both the
entrance and pool areas. Likely more dead trees will be cut down and removed from the common grounds.
Underbrush removed by the pavilion, Walking Stick detention basin and other common grounds. Please contact
president@benttreehomes.org to  estimate the quantity of refreshments to purchase.

If there is ample help, 1) bramble by the horseshoe area can be removed along with bramble growing in the
Walking Stick Way detention basin. 2) a rock can be moved away from the sidewalk by the entrance. 3) poolhouse
doors can be cleaned up and painted. 4) the bike rack can be bent straight and painted 5) one or two holes dug.

Trustee positions
This is a real mess now. All five current trustees terms either have expired or are expiring this year. Three trustees
terms expired last year (AJ, Ben, and Phil) and the other two trustees terms expire this year (Carol and Melissa). If
you have interest in becoming a trustee, please contact any of the current trustees.
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Currently we have three people who have volunteered their services to hold trustee positions, namely, Denise
Meekins, Rich Reed and Amy Churpek. Since covid still won’t allow us to meet and vote like our current set of rules
requires, we have decided to replace AJ, Ben, and Phil with these three candidates. They will serve two year terms
and Melissa and Carol for another year will stay on to provide continuity. This will get us back to the rotation of 2
or 3 terms expiring yearly.

Stay safe and healthy.


