
June 2020 Bent Tree Newsletter   www.benttreehomes.org 
Pool  
Currently, we have plans in place to open the pool July 1. However, to operate under the current state regulations 
we are instituting the following rules until the current restrictions are relaxed.  

● You must sign up for a two hour slot online. 
○ You can try it at www.benttreehomes.org - the word “test” will disappear when we go live. When 

we do go live, all “test” reservations will be deleted. 
● There will be 15 marked family unit sections with appropriate spacing in between. 
● Each unit is allotted 3 people. If you need more  
● One two hour time slot per lot each day with a max of two “units” per lot during the time slot 
●  Current year dues must be paid to use the pool. 
● Fill out the check in sheet when entering the pool including LOT NUMBER. 
● The deck chairs will NOT be available - bring your own. 
● Pool entrance is located by the pool house pool exit by the pavilion. 
● There is a maximum of 30 people in the pool at one time. Please help the lifeguards and count before 

jumping in and if busy take breaks so others can jump in. 
● The baby pool will be used by one family at a time. Please limit your stays to 15 minutes when others are 

waiting. 
● This summer, pool use is for residents only - no guests. 
● Lane lines will remain in the pool at all times to aid in distancing. 
● We recommend wearing masks when entering and exiting the pool area. Remove the mask before 

entering the pool. 
● Social distancing will be enforced in the pool. 
● One strike and you are out. 
● Remember that video recording equipment will be used at the pool. 

So in a nutshell, you will have to sign up for pool time, as best you can you need to practice social distancing at the 
pool, at most 30 people in the pool at a time, one family in the baby pool at a time, and be polite, respectful, and 
“share nicely” when it comes to pool time. One board member was told from a very reliable source that the 
county will send out “spotters” to observe those who decide to get a license and open. So one person’s poor 
judgement could cause Bent Tree’s pool to be closed. 

Please be extremely respectful of others and the lifeguards who are enforcing these difficult rules. If you have 
issues with Bent Tree enforcing the governor’s regulations then please discuss it with a trustee. Simply be a good 
neighbor and follow these restrictions so you are not the reason the pool needs to close. 

With future state edicts we will be relaxing or tighten the rules. Also we will be assessing the reservation system 
and making changes as needed.  

The late opening is for several reasons. The biggest being not knowing if we would be able to open the pool and 
once given the go ahead, figuring out how we could comply with the regulations. There were some tiles that 
popped off the pool that need to be fixed along with some cracks. Some tiles work free every year over winter. 
Being a frugal board we were not going to fix these issues this year if we were not going to be allowed to open the 
pool. 

Operating the pool this year will be more expensive because we will need to have two lifeguards present at all 
times to both guard the pool and monitor social distancing and various additional cleaning duties. Luckily, the 
savings from not being open in June should cover these additional expenses. Do remember that depending on the 
additional expenses, we might need to close the pool early. 

Finally, it will be advantageous to have the concrete work completed before opening the pool. 

http://www.benttreehomes.org/


Trustee nominations 
If you would like to nominate someone or yourself for a trustee position please notify a trustee (or all trustees, 
trustees@benttreehomes.org).  Three positions are open this year and we have received interest from two 
individuals, Joe Kennedy and Denise Meekins - one more to go! 

Future Dues 
It is likely the next board will ask for a dues increase. We haven’t had an increase in over a decade, but we have 
had increases in pool expenses both supplies and lifeguard pay rates. Additionally, lawn services increase every 
new contract. 

Help to open the pool 
This Saturday, June 13 at 9am we’d like to move the pool cover out to dry, then Sunday, June 14 at 4pm we can 
fold it up and put it away. Please email ben2blake@gmail.com if you can help. Both tasks will take very  little time 
with many hands -- about 15 minutes. 

Other Items 
● Concrete work is scheduled to begin June 20. 
● Please be respectful when using fireworks and not awaken our residents late at night, especially the 

younger residents. 
● Voting on a single set of “modern” rules and regulations to come this summer. Please read over the 

suggested new rules and approach any board member with your concerns. 
● The pavilion will remain closed until larger gatherings are deemed acceptable by the state of Ohio. 
● Reminder - A “good neighbor'' page has been added to the web site. Comments about additions and/or 

subtractions are welcome. (trustees@benttreehomes.org) 
● There likely will be concrete to be broken and moved for people looking to volunteer. 
● Thank you to everyone helping make our common grounds look better. 
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