
April 2020 Bent Tree Newsletter   www.benttreehomes.org 
New Rules and Regulations - yet another attempt 
We will be once again attempting to gather a critical number of votes necessary to pass (or reject) the 
proposed new rules and regulations. The plan this time is to divide Bent Tree into sections and have a 
volunteer vote collector for each section. The sections will be 1) Hunt + Bent Tree, 2) Bent Tree court, 3) 
East Bent, 4) West Bend, 5) Walking stick (Circle to Alpine), 6) Walking Stick Alpine to pool drive, 7) 
Walking Stick pool drive to Chapman, 8) Alpine Circle, 9) Butternut Circle, 10) Maple Circle, 11) 
Hearthstone, and 12) Clipper Cove + Hunters Point. 
Pool  
First of all, I’d like to apologize for a mistake in the previous newsletter, it is Carol Ingle who has 
volunteered to manage the lifeguards. Tom Muckley has agreed to return in the capacity of pool manager 
and the contract is posted on the web site. Please note that the pool manager is only in charge of the 
pool and equipment to keep it operational. The pool house, bathrooms and pavilion are our responsibility 
(by we mean residents, not trustees). For example if a toilet is clogged please grab a plunger and solve 
the problem. 
Before the swimming season starts we plan on having cameras installed at the pool and pavilion. Also 
we will have a sign-in sheet. Please remember your lot number and don’t give the lifeguards a hassle 
over our new policy to enhance the security in the pool area. 
Given the current situation, we have no idea when the pool will be open. We think with 6 workers we can 
remove the pool cover while maintaining proper social distancing. If you would be willing to help please 
email webmaster@benttreehomes.org and a day/time will be arranged. 
Lifeguards needed 
If you would like or know someone who would please contact secretary@benttreehomes.org.  

Trustee nominations 
If you would like to nominate someone or yourself for a trustee position please notify a trustee (or all 
trustees, trustees@benttreehomes.org).  Three positions are open this year and still no interest or 
nominations have been received. 
Future events all dates To Be Determined  
Pool cover removal (hopefully May 5) 
Pool opening (not likely memorial day weekend) 
Annual meeting 
Spreading mulch and bed cleanup 
Other Items 

● The pool driveway concrete work will be completed this spring 
● Please replace downed lamp posts. They are required by the city of Strongsville. 
● We received a generous donation from a resident to purchase backboards for the pool area. 
● We also received two offers of used backboards. 
● On the topic of donations. 

○ We received a used but in good condition yard cart. 
○ The solar lights for the entrance sign were donated. 
○ There are more items, but no comprehensive list. 

●  The run-off water outlet into the swale that leads to the pool detention area is eroding. 
○ 4-10 inch rocks are still needed. 
○ See the web site for a list. 

● Strongsville has been contacted to clean a drainage pipe issue. 
● A “good neighbor'' page has been added to the web site. Comments about additions and/or 

subtractions are welcome. (trustees@benttreehomes.org) 
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● Finally, we have a much greater than usual number of households with delinquent dues this year. 
Please pay your share or contact treasuer@benttreehomes.org  to make arrangements. 
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Common grounds committee report. 
Attached are two maps of Bent Tree and where all our common grounds lie. One map shows the 
common grounds outlined in green. The second map has a rough outline of a proposal from the common 
grounds committee. Please note that the common grounds committee currently has one member, 
namely Ben Blake. Obviously this proposal has a great deal of flexibility. The rough outline of the 
proposal is to turn our mostly unused mown areas into maintained wooded areas. The inexpensive way 
to do this is through some volunteer labor to plant saplings and the invasive vines from smothering the 
trees. Back to the second map. It shows plantings over three years. The mowing in those areas will 
decrease while the underbrush management increases. 
 
A great amount of the vines growing up trees in our “unmanaged” common grounds have been removed. 
This should assist the natural growth of trees in the area. The idea is that in years to come we will spend 
less on mowing and create a beautiful, park-like area of mature trees. 
 
A shout out to the residents who already help maintain the common grounds.  
 
Suggestion for the future. 

● Designate a “yard waste” area where residents can place “chippable” materials. 
○ This can also be a dumping ground for any cleared underbrush from the common 

grounds. 
○ Rent an industrial chipper one day a year to chip these materials. 

■ Chippings will be used to mulch around planted trees. 
● Fall 2020, 2021, 2022 purchase and plant saplings in designated future “no mow” areas. 

○ Work with abuting property owners on tree species. 
● Depending on interest, start a garden area in the pool area. 

 
Philosophy on common grounds 
The common grounds are our land and we should think about how we want to manage them. If you 
property abuts the common grounds, feel free to help maintain it. For instance, if you choose to 
landscape, plant trees, or maintain a vegetable garden, those are welcome additions. 
 
Water detention basins and storm runoff 
We are responsible for maintaining our two water detention basins. One is located by the pool and the 
other is at the northwest end of Walking Stick Way. While trees cannot be planted within these areas, we 
can plant things that need a once a year mowing. The corner of the pool detention basin is planted with a 
grass that grows to the height of 1-2 feet and requires a single yearly mowing If deemed acceptable, the 
Walking Stick Way basin will be planted this fall. The remainder of the pool basin could be planted with 
similar grass or also it could be turned into a wildflower/pollinator meadow, either option only requiring a 
once a year mowing with a brush hog. This was the suggestion of employees from the Cuyahoga County 
Soil and Water Conservation District. 
 
We also have some storm runoff inlets that we are responsible for clearing. 
 
Entrance Beds 
There has been some work on the Hunt Road entrance beds. We will now be mowing under the Blue 
Spruce trees to the northwest of the entrance (two of the three trees are on Bent Tree common grounds). 
The bed to the southeast of the entrance is mostly cleared of “volunteer” trees and bushes. The bed 
around the utility boxes has much fewer weeds. The creeping junipers that partially hid the entrance sign 
have been transplanted to the southeast bed (from researching, junipers don’t transplant well and fall is a 
better time to transplant, so their survival is questionable). The stump of the dead bradford pear has 



been removed. All residents are welcome to pull weeds and pick up litter in this area along with any 
common grounds. 
 
 


